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Design Philosophy

We believe a simple and thoughtful design approach can significantly help retain 
the inherent quality, character, and ecological balance of a site. A minimal design 
philosophy emphasizes working with the land rather than imposing upon it.For us, 
landscape extends beyond beautification. It is about crafting experiences and spaces 
where architecture, terrain, and social life move in cohesion. Landscape becomes a 
lived narrative, shaping everyday encounters while sustaining the environmental 
and cultural fabric of the place .A careful crafting with fewer materials and a stronger 
ecological approach allows the landscape to breathe naturally. By maximizing the 
use of existing resources — such as native vegetation, natural topography, soil 
conditions, water flow patterns, and microclimates — we preserve the site’s identity 
while reducing environmental stress.Often, the most effective solutions are the 
simplest ones — where less is truly more. True landscape design is the marriage of 
aesthetics and ecology — where beauty emerges from environmental responsibility, 
and sustainability enhances visual and spatial experience. That is what drives our 
practice. 

Present Times and Looking Forward

In contemporary landscape architecture practice, one of the persistent challenges is 
the profession’s late-stage involvement in projects. Often, landscape design is treated 
as an afterthought — addressing residual or leftover spaces once architectural 
construction is complete. While this perception is gradually changing, it still affects 
the scope and impact of meaningful design integration.
	 A major ongoing concern is the maintenance of executed projects. Water 
management, in particular, remains critical across many project sites, influencing 
plant survival, operational costs, and long-term sustainability. 
	 Since our projects are spread across multiple cities, maintaining execution 
quality becomes difficult and compromises often occur. Budget constraints remain 
another constant issue. Landscape works are frequently undervalued, with limited or 
reduced budgets, leading to diluted design outcomes and incomplete interventions.

Postgraduation in Landscape 
Architecture, CEPT University, 
Ahmedabad (2008)

Undergraduation in Architecture, 
Sarvajanik College of Engineering 
& Technology, Surat (2005)

The practice (established in 2014) 
undertakes projects across the 
country, spanning institutional, 
private, and commercial landscapes, 
supported by a 12-member team.

Hemali’s early professional exposure 
with Chitra Vishwanath and a 
formative workshop at Auroville 
sparked a deep interest in natural 
systems and sustainable practices. 
Work on botanical gardens and 
tourism projects shifted her outlook 
toward landscape as the primary 
design medium. Mentorship under 
Prof. Bhagwat and experience 
with Bijoy Jain further shaped 
an approach where architecture, 
material, craft, and landscape 
merge seamlessly.

We are not merely designers of open spaces; we 
are custodians of land, responsible for making 
informed decisions that respond to site topography, 
context, surrounding ecosystems, and long-term 
sustainability goals.
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Inspirations

Sunder Nursery, New Delhi
Shaheer Associates, New Delhi 
A path-breaking projects in India that demonstrates how heritage, the city, people, and 
public space can be addressed in an extremely sensitive and integrated way. It offers far 
more than just functioning as a park — it brings together local plant palettes, restored 
heritage structures, and much-needed open space within the urban fabric. What is 
particularly compelling is how these layers are woven together through careful attention 
to detail — from stone-paved pathways and water features to steps, lawns, and gathering 
areas. The project shows how thoughtful design at both the large and small scales can 
create a meaningful, inclusive public landscape that resonates culturally, ecologically, 	
and socially.

Rao Jodha Desert Rock Park, Jodhpur
Pradip Krishen, New Delhi
It demonstrates how natural resources and native ecology can be meaningfully integrated 
into design. The landscape focuses on restoring indigenous flora and fauna habitats, 
bringing life back to species native to the region.What was once perceived as wasteland 
has been transformed into a thriving natural habitat, supporting biodiversity and 
reconnecting the site to its ecological identity. The project illustrates how sensitive 
restoration and design can revive degraded land and celebrate the inherent character 	
of a place rather than replacing it.

Masterplan of Avasara Academy, Pune.
PLAN RENDERING | Casedesign & HLS



50 l a n d s c a p e
8 5  |  2 0 2 6

e m e r g i n g  l a n d s c a p e  p r a c t i c e s  |

S T U D I O  P R O J E C T S  

Guwahati International Airport, Assam
Architectural Firm: Nudes, Mumbai
Clients : Adani Airports Holdings Limited

Guwahati International Airport (also known as 
Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport) is a 
key aviation hub in north-east India and serves as the 
gateway to the region. The concept draws inspiration 
from Assam’s lush landscapes, cultural heritage, and 
the biodiversity that thrives in the Brahmaputra valley. 
The landscape planting palette is encompassed with the 
local native species like orchids , betelnutv , various 
kinds of ferns and trees of the region. Inspired by 
traditional gamcha which is red and white in colour, 
the landscape is crafted with combination of red and 
white flowering species with mix of grasses which 
represent the grasslands on the bank of Brahmaputra 
river. The Arrival forest in the terminal building gives 
an experience of lush landscape of the region making 
it a key feature of the terminal which is filled various 
large indoor trees and shrubs.

Arrival Forest at Terminal Building
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